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THE ROYAL CHITRALADA PROJECTS AND FAO

Since his coronation in 1950, His Majesty the King has continually and actively devoted
himself to promoting the welfare of his people and their economic prosperity. His Majesty’s
concept of drawing up efficient plans based on in-depth information has successfully improved
the agriculture, economy and society of his country.

Each step of implementation of each development project replies on a combination of
needs and first-hand information from people related to the project, in depth-study, direct
experimentation and long experience. The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAQ) has had
the great privilege and honour to provide information from experts and specialists as well as
various other kinds of support integral to His Majesty’s projects, beginning with the first Royal
Project on fish culture in 1950.

To date, thousands of royal development project have been created under the auspices
of His Majesty, covering irrigation, agriculture, livestock, fisheries, forestry and rural development.
Although these projects operate in every part of the Kingdom, the strategies to develop the
country’s agriculture often started with experiments at the Chitralada Royal Palace.

The Royal Chitralada Projects

His Majesty has made use of his private property at Chitralada Palace for various research
projects and experiments. Data and research results from there are collected, analyzed and
made available to farmers and other interested people. Basic scientific knowledge, modern
technology and local wisdom are blended and adapted to the existing local agricultural resources
and environment.
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The experiments at Chitralada Palace include rice farming and milling, fruit and
vegetable processing, milk production and dairy processing, fisheries, forestry and related
farm research.

Each year, tens of thousand people, including farm leaders, village chiefs, school and
agricultural college students, religious leaders as well as foreign experis and correspondents
visit the projects.

Dr. Diouf, the current FAO Director-General, when he first visited the Royal Chitralada
Projects some fen years ago, commented that it was the first time that he saw agricultural
experimentation stations operating within the compound of a head of state's residence.

FAO’s Participation

Fisheries: The first royal project fo receive support from FAO was a fresh water fishery
project to propagate Tilapia mossambica in 1952, The fingerlings FAO presentfed to His
Majesty were raised at Ambhorn Palace, the royal residence at that time, so this project did
not constitute the Royal Chitralada Projects. Following successful propagation, Tilapia
fingerlings were later distributed to the public throughout the country.

Later on, in March 1965, the Japanese Crown Prince presented His Majesty with 50
fingerlings of Tilapia nilotica, known by its vernacular name as Pla Nil (pla meaning fish in
the Thailanguage). This time, His Majesty raised the gift at Chitralada Palace. Subsequently,
propagated throughout the country, the fish has become highly popular.
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Livestock: A project that was experimentally undertaken by His Majesty the King in the
livestock sector is related to dairy farming.In 1962, His Majesty established a Dairy Farm with
five milk cows and one bull donated to the Project. Over the years, the Dairy Farm has grown
and the surplus head of cattle from the Dairy Farm have been donated by His Majesty to farmers
and various educational institutions. The objectives of the project included promotion and
popularization of fresh milk consumption. This project has served as a model for several field
projects undertaken by His Majesty the King (e.g. Nong Phoe Dairy Cooperative Ltd.).

A processing plant attached to the Chitralada Dairy was also developed and expanded,
and the new unit was named "Chitralada Milk Centre”. Its purpose was the collection of surplus
milk from dairy farmers and promotion of milk consumption by school children. The Centre is
now equipped with modern machinery, including an automatic packaging machine.

In 1969, another allied development took place, namely, the establishment of the Dusit
Powder Milk Plant. His Majesty has received a petition from dairy farmers for assistance in
disposal of surplus milk. In response, the idea of establishing a plant for manufacture of milk
powder was conceived. Mr. Frank Westerdin, the FAO Dairy Development Officer from the
Regional Office at Bangkok played an active role in the formulation of the detailed plans and
supervised the construction of the plant. From time to fime, the plant has been improved and
renovated.
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In 1984, FAO supported the Chitralada Dairy projects with a milk quality control project.
Under this project, three staff members of the Dairy Projects undertook a study four to
Finland, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom, and financing was provided for the
purchase of equipment

Beginning with the first Royal Project on fish culture in 1951, FAO has had a unique
honour of being associated with several projectsinitiated by His Majesty the King. Hence, this
year(2010), the 60th anniversary of his Coronation, we fervently hope o be able to continue
contributing to His Majesty's development projects as we have had the privilege and great
honour to do in the past.

Hiroyuki Konuma
Assistant Director-General
and FAO Regional Representative

for Asia and the Pacific

30 JUN 2010
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The Borrow
Foundation

The Borrow Foundation is a UK Registered Charity, a non-profit making organization. Its
primary aim is to encourage the wider use of fluorides for the improvement of oral health,
with particular emphasis on milk as a vehicle forits delivery.

The Foundation has worked closely with the World Health Organization to establish an
international milk fluoridation programme. Schemes have been implemenfed in a number
of countries including Thailand where the national school milk programme has provided an
excellent opportunity for such interventions to be applied by provincial health aufhorities, in
collaboration with the Department of Health and the Royal Chitralada Projects.

The Royal Chitralada Projects is an agricultural research and development facility
established by His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej within the grounds of the Chitralada
Palace in Bangkok. It was here that fluoridated milk was first produced in Thailand and this
unique centre continues to supply some of the school participating in the capital city.
However, its role in the programme extends far beyond this. The plant at the Milk Collection
Centre is used as a working demonstration of the robust systems and standards that have
been developed for the production and quality control of Auoridated milk and has provided
an excellent ‘'model’ that has been replicated in numerous dairies around the country. This
has enabled the programme to be extended to more than 500,000 children for the benefit of
their oral health and further expansion is planned.
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Staff at the Royal Chitrelada Projects continue to play a key role in strengthening and
developing these systems and by using the knowledge gained from this work to provide
ongoing training and guidance to all dairies engaged in the production of Auoridated milk.

It is a great honour and a privilege to have witnessed firsthand the work that is
undertaken in this "green oasis’ in the heart of Bangkok and one cannot fail fo be impressed
by the facilities and the expertise of the staff that are committed to meeting . His Majesty King
Bhumibol Adulyadej's vision, The Royal Chitralada Projectsis a truly special place and speaks
volumes for His Majesty’s great compassion for his people.

The 50th anniversary of the Royal Chitralada Projects, is a time to reflect on the
success of this unique and inspirational initiative which, under the leadership of His Majesty
King Bhumibol Adulyadej, has proved to be profoundly important to the development of
agriculture in Thailand and greatly improved the quality of life of Thai people whose
livelihoods are dependent on the land.

Mr Nigel Borrow
Trustee
The Borrow Foundation
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f@v World Health
W&®YY Organization

Reglonal Office for South-East Asia

More than two billion people in the world today suffer from micronutrient deficiencies
caused largely by a dietary deficiency of vitamins and minerals. The public health importance
of these deficiencies lies upon their magnitude and their health consequences, especially in
pregnant women and young children, as they affect fetal and child growth, cognitive
development and resistance to infection.

The World Health Organization (WHO), together with the Food and Agriculfure
Organization, has adopted four main strategies improving dietary intakes through increased
production, preservation and marketing of micronutrient-rich foods combined with nutrition
education; food fortification; supplementation; and global public health and other disease
control measures. Each of these strategies has a place in eliminating micronutrient
malnutrition.

In this regard, WHO is pleased to acknowledge and salute the efforts towards public
health development by His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej through initiatives under
the Royal Chiltralada Projects, such as the Milk Fortification Initiative, which resulted in
the availability of Auoridated milk to more than 500,000 Thai children. This inifiative has
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demonstrated the feasibility of milk fortification which is a public health intervention for
furtherimplementation in a larger scale, aimed at long-lasting oral health, strong teeth and
improved nutritional status in the targeted children.

Effective use of luoride is one of WHO's priority action areas for the improvement of
oral health worldwide. Promotion of oral health is a cost-effective strategy to reduce the
burden of oral diseases. If is also an integral part of health promotion in general, as
oral health is a determinant of general health and quality of life.

Dr Samlee Plianbangchang
Regional Director
WHO Regional Office for South-East Asia
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